In their comment, Yannouleas and Landman showed unambiguously that the spherical jellium model is inadequate for the description of lithium clusters, a conclusion which was suggested in our article starting from the introduction. When our paper was submitted, the nonspherical jellium model was used by various authors, but mostly through the spheroidal model which was shown to improve, although not sufficiently, the spherical model. For instance, Penzar and Ekardt 1 showed that the spheroidal model was unable to describe correctly the fine structure of clusters in the 8-18 range of size. More recently, Yannouleas and Landman showed that the triaxially deformed ͑ellipsoidal͒ model did significantly improve the description of the clusters.
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In their comment, Yannouleas and Landman showed unambiguously that the spherical jellium model is inadequate for the description of lithium clusters, a conclusion which was suggested in our article starting from the introduction. When our paper was submitted, the nonspherical jellium model was used by various authors, but mostly through the spheroidal model which was shown to improve, although not sufficiently, the spherical model. For instance, Penzar and Ekardt 1 showed that the spheroidal model was unable to describe correctly the fine structure of clusters in the 8-18 range of size. More recently, Yannouleas and Landman showed that the triaxially deformed ͑ellipsoidal͒ model did significantly improve the description of the clusters.
2,3 However, they applied successfully their model to atoms which are the most easily described by free electron models, as it is well known, i.e., for which the jellium model is particularly suited ͑Na, K, Cu͒. Therefore, it was not clear that good results could be obtained for lithium clusters. However, in the bulk of our paper, we did not sufficiently make the distinction between spherical and nonspherical jellium results. Finally, in their comment, Yannouleas and Landzman exhibited very convincing results for the lithium clusters, which they recently obtained and which have not appeared yet.
